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The Public Service CommissionState of South Carolina

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk/Administrator

Phone: (803) 896-5133

Fax: (803) 896-5246

COMMISSIONERS

Nikiya "Nikki" Hall, Sixth District

Chairman
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Phone: (803) 896-5100

Fax: (803) 896-5199

October 15, 2014

The Honorable Yancey McGill
President of the Senate

State House, 1st Floor

East Wing
P.O. Box 142

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Re: Document Number 4455

Dear Lt. Governor McGill:

The South Carolina Public Service Commission is respectfully submitting Document Number 4455

relating to electronic service of Commission notices, transmittal letters, and prefile testimony letters for

final legislative review. Inquiries regarding this regulation should be addressed to me at (803) 896-5114.

Thank you for your attention regarding this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk and Administrator

Enclosure

PO Drawer 11649, Columbia, SC 29211, Synergy Business Park, 101 Executive Center Dr., Columbia, SC 29210-8411,803-896-5100, www.psc.state.sc.us
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Acting Speaker of the House of Representatives
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Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re: Document Number 4455

Dear Mr. Speaker:

The South Carolina Public Service Commission is respectfully submitting Document Number 4455

relating to electronic service of Commission notices, transmittal letters, and prefile testimony letters for

final legislative review. Inquiries regarding this regulation should be addressed to me at (803) 896-5114.

Thank you for your attention regarding this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jocelyn Boyd

Chief Clerk and Administrator
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Document No. 4455

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA

CHAPTER 103

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 58-3-140

103-817. Proceedings.

Synopsis: Recently, the General Assembly of South Carolina amended S.C. Code Ann. Section

58-3-250 to allow the Public Service Commission to serve every final order or decision of the
Commission by electronic service, registered or certified mail. The Commission routinely issues

Prefile Testimony Letters, Transmittal Letters, Notices of Filing, Notices of Filing and Hearing,

and Notices of Hearing by regular or certified mail to the parties and other interested persons in a
case. As S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-3-250 allows the Commission to serve its Orders by

electronic service, registered or certified mail, the Commission seeks to amend Regulation 103-

817 to allow the Commission to forward to parties and interested persons its Prefile Testimony
Letters, Transmittal Letters, Notices of Filing, Notices of Filing and Hearing, and Notices of

Hearing by electronic service or by U.S. Mail, including certified mail.

The Notice of Drafting regarding this regulation was published on November 22, 2013, in the
State Register.

Instructions: Print Regulation 103-817 as shown below.

Lndizates ),fatter Stricken
Indicates New Matter

Text:

103-817. Proceedings.

A. Nature of Proceedings. If required by law and upon filing of a pleading as set forth in

R.103-819, et. seq., proceedings for the purpose of rulemaking, ratemaking, licensing,
determining rights, duties, or privileges of any party, and undertaking an official inquiry for the

purposes of gathering information or making determinations, which fall under the jurisdiction of

the Commission, shall be conducted by one or more Commissioners, or by a hearing examiner
through the development of a formal record.

B. Initiation of Proceedings.

(1) All proceedings shall be initiated by filing with the Chief Clerk at iris th__ebusiness offices

at the Commission an original and copies, as determined by the Commission, of an appropriate
pleading unless otherwise provided, as designated in R. 103-819, et seq.

(2) The Chief Clerk may refuse to accept for filing any pleading which does not conform to
the rules of the Commission, and shall mail written notice to the party or tais-the authorized

representative within ten days after receipt, stating why it has not been accepted for filing.
C. Conduct of Proceedings.

(1) All pleadings initiating proceedings shall be dated upon receipt and shall be assigned a

docket number after filing, and all subsequent pleadings or correspondence shall refer to that

docket number. Pleadings will be captioned in accordance with R. 103-819, et seq., and shall be
processed pursuant to these rules.

(2) The Chief Clerk after filing of the pleadings shall give the Commission notice of such



filing at thenext regularmeetingof theCommission.Whereprovidedby law,anyproceeding
initiatedundertheserulesmaybe disposedof withouthearingby Orderof the Commission
within 14daysafterthepleadinghasbeenacceptedfor filing, uponthewrittenopinionof the
Commissionthatthepleadingon its faceshowsthata hearingis not necessary,in thepublic
interest,or fortheprotectionof substantialrights.

(3)Afteranypleadinghasbeenacceptedfor filing,theChiefClerkmay:
(a)Servethepleadings,asrequired,in accordancewithR.103-830,orwithinfourteen(14)

days,providethepartyfiling thepleadinga Noticeof Filing, and,whererequiredby law,the
partyat its own expenseshallpublishsuchnoticeonetime in newspapershavinggeneral
circulationin theState,or, if applicable,in newspapershavinggeneralcirculationin theparty's
servicearea.Exceptfor goodcauseshown,proofof publicationmustbefiled onor beforethe
returndate.TheChiefClerk,pursuantto otherrulesof theCommission,mayrequirethatthe
Noticeof Filingbemailedto customersandotherpersonsandacertificateof mailingbefiledon
orbeforethereturndate.

(b) Fix a datefor hearing,as soonaspracticable,andwhena dateis availableon the
docketcalendar.If thehearingdatehasnotbeenincludedin theNoticeof Filing,theChiefClerk
shallprepareaNoticeof Hearing,andshallforward_ suchNoticeof Hearingto
allparties.Proofof mailingmustbeplacedin theformalrecord.

(c) Assigna time andplacefor anypublichearingnecessaryin the conductof any
proceeding.TheChiefClerkshall likewisecausethepleadingsto beservedpursuantto these
rulesor issuewrittennoticeof thefiling of pleadingswhichshallbepublishedpursuantto law,
andnoticeof thehearingdateassignedfortheconductof anyformalproceeding,asprovidedby
law.

(d) The Chief Clerk shall forward a copy of a Notice of Filing, a Prefile Testimony Letter,
or a Transmittal Letter to all parties by electronic service or by U.S. Mail. The Chief Clerk shall

forward a Notice of Filing and Hearing, a Notice of Hearing or any other document containing a
hearing date to all parties by electronic service or by certified mail.

(-d-)I_ Require from a person filing a pleading a letter incorporating a statement presenting
the number of witnesses the person expects to offer in the proceeding and an estimate of the time
required for the presentation of testimony and exhibits.

(4) Public hearings in the conduct of proceedings shall be held pursuant to R. 103-836, et seq.
D. Final Disposition of Proceedings. Proceedings shall be concluded upon the issuance of an

order by the Commission or upon a settlement or agreement reached by all parties to the
proceedings and formally acknowledged by the Commission by issuance of an order.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The Commission anticipates incurring some costs to configure its

Docket Management System to electronically serve the documents referenced in the proposed
Regulation 103-817; however, the Agency expects postage and other related costs to decrease
when the proposed amendments are implemented.

Statement of Rationale:

The purpose for the proposed amendments to Regulation 103-817 is to recommend certain minor

grammatical changes and to modify this Regulation to allow the Commission to serve certain

procedural documents by electronic service and U.S. Mail. The proposed amendments promote
an improved and more efficient process to serve parties with important Commission documents.

There was no scientific or technical basis relied upon in the development of this regulation.


